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The primary objective of the College of
Veterinary Medicine is to educate veterinarians for
private practice. However, the professional cur-
riculum provides an excellent basic medical edu-
cation in addition to training in diagnois, disease
prevention, medical treatment, and surgery.
Graduates are qualified to pursue careers in many
facets of veterinary medicine and health-related
professions.

Accreditation
The College has full academic accreditation

status approved by the Council on Education of
the American Veterinary Medical Association.
Accreditation is based on an assessment of ten
essential factors, namely, the college's organiza-
ti on, its finances, physical facilities and equipment,
clinical resources, library and learning resources,
enrollment, admissions, faculty, curriculum, and
continuing and post-graduate education.

Preparatory Requirements
Attainment of the degree of Doctor of Veteri-

nary Medicine requires, at a minimum, six aca-
demic years of collegiate training. In preparation
for the professional training the student must com-
plete both prescribed and elective collegiate
courses. The minimum prescribed preparatory
studies, totaling 60 semester hours of course work,
can be completed in two calendar years. Most of
the entering veterinary medical students in recent
years have had three years of preparatory train-
ing or a bachelor's degree. It is recommended that
the student undertake an appropriate regular
bachelor's degree program in the sciences, in the
course of which he or she will complete the prereq-
uisites for entry into the College of Veterinary Medi-
cine by the end of at least the third year of
preparatory training.

Admission Requirements
Collegiate course requirements for entry into

veterinary medical college may be completed at
any accredited university or college. Special pre-
veterinary curricula are available at Oklahoma
State University through the College of Agriculture
and the College of Arts and Sciences. Both col-
leges offer programs of study in pre-veterinary
medical sciences which provide for the award of
a bachelor's degree after the first or second year

of veterinary medical studies to those persons who
gain early entry into a veterinary medical college.

Requests for information on pre-veterinary
medical study programs and applications for
admission to such programs should be addressed
to the dean of either the College of Agriculture or
the College of Arts and Sciences.

Listed below are the minimum course prereq-
uisites for consideration for admission to the Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine.

English composition and technical/professional
report writing-eight semester credit hours.

Chemistry-17 semester credit hours includ-
ing five semester credit hours of organic chemis-
try designed for pre-veterinary, premedical and
pre-dental students and must include both the
aliphatic and aromatic series of organic com-
pounds. Additionally four semester credit hours
of biochemistry (three hours lecture and one hour
laboratory) is required.

Physics-eight semester credit hours. Physics
courses must include laboratory work and the fol-
lowing topics: mechanics, heat, sound, electric-
ity, magnetism, light and modern physics.

Mathematics-three semester credit hours.
Mathematics courses must include the fundamen-
tal operations of algebra, exponents and radicals,
si mple equations, graphs, simultaneous equations,
quadratic equations and logarithms.

Biological science-15 semester credit hours.
Courses in zoology, botany, microbiology and
genetics are required. These courses must include
laboratory work. Comprehensive courses in biol-
ogy will be considered but must be evaluated
before credit is accepted.

Humanities and social science-Six semester
credit hours.

Scholarships
The College has several scholarships which

are available to veterinary medicine students,
based on academic achievement and financial
need. Special scholarships and awards are avail-
able for black students enrolled in veterinary medi-
cine or in the pre-veterinary medicine program.

Veterinary Medical Studies
Entering classes in veterinary medicine are res-

tricted in enrollment and are admitted once yearly
at the beginning of the fall term. Applications for
admission must be submitted by December 15.

Applicants who are legal residents of Okla-
homa will be given first priority. However, up to
ten percent of the first-year students may be
selected from a pool of nonresident applicants.
Questions about residency should be directed to
the Office of Admissions, Oklahoma State Univer-
sity. Requests for application materials should be
directed to the coordinator, Veterinary Medicine
Admissions, College of Veterinary Medicine.

Students are admitted as candidates for the
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree on the basis
of records of academic performance in prepara-
tory studies, standard achievement tests, and per -

sonal interviews and references to determine
personal characteristics and career motivation.

The veterinary curriculum extends over four
calendar years. The first two academic years con-
form to the normal semester system of the Univer-
sity. The last two academic years are continuous,
the fourth starting shortly after the third, and
organized into two-week periods, with sectioning
of the classes to provide for lower faculty-student
ratio and for more efficient utilization of clinical
facilities.

Departmental Clubs and Honor
Societies
American Veterinary Medical Association, Student

Chapter
Society of Phi Zeta, Nu Chapter (academics and

research)

Physiological
Science
Professor and Interim Head Lloyd C.

Faulkner, D.V.M., Ph.D.

Graduate Programs
The Department of Physiological Science offers

programs of study leading to the degrees of Mas-
ter of Science and Doctor of Philosophy in phys-
iological science. The programs are designed to
prepare students for teaching and research posi-
ti ons in universities or colleges; research positions
in governmental laboratories, foundations or indus-
try and related positions. Areas of concentration
offered are anatomy, pharmacology, physiology
and toxicology.



100 College of Veterinary Medicine

Application Procedure. Applications are
accepted at any time; however, in order to be con-
sidered for assistantships applications for enroll-
ment in the summer session or fall semester should
be received by February 15, and applications for
enrollment in the spring semester should be
received by September 15.

Review and formal acceptance or rejection of
applications for admission to the graduate pro-
gram in physiological science is delegated to the
departmental graduate education committee. For
admission to the graduate program the candidate
must possess a bachelor's degree or higher in a
science-related field with course work in
mathematics, chemistry and physics.

Criteria for recommending admission are:
1. For candidates whose highest earned degree

is the baccalaureate, the sum of verbal and
quantitative scores on the Graduate Record
Examination will be multiplied by the grade-
point average on a four point scale, for the last
60 hours of undergraduate course work. The
product score must be 3000 or greater for M.S.
degree candidates or 3150 or greater for Ph.D.
degree candidates for admission without
qualification. Students who fail to meet these
criteria may be considered for admission on
a provisional basis.

2. For candidates with advanced degrees, med-
ical degrees or degrees earned outside the
United States, admission status will be evalu-
ated on an individual basis.
Applicants are encouraged to select a major

professor prior to admission to the departmental
program. When this is not possible, two temporary
advisers will be assigned by the graduate educa-
tion committee. A permanent adviser should be
chosen as soon as possible. When the student's
graduate program adviser is determined, the
department head in consultation with the adviser
and the graduate education committee, will
appoint a graduate advisory committee. This com-
mittee will consist of not fewer than three gradu-
ate faculty members for students pursuing the
master's degree. Two of the committee members
must be members of the graduate faculty of the
Department of Physiological Science. For students
pursuing the doctoral degree, a graduate advisory
committee of not less than four graduate faculty
members, one of whom must be from outside the
departmental graduate faculty, will be appointed
by the dean of the Graduate College upon recom-
mendation of the graduate education committee.
Functions of the advisory committee are described
in the "Graduate College" section.
The Master of Science Degree. This degree
may be earned in one of two ways: (1) comple-
tion of a total of 30 semester credit hours includ-
ing six credit hours related to a thesis. The thesis
must be formally submitted to the Graduate Col-
lege for partial fulfillment of the requirements for
the degree. (2) completion of a total of 32 semes-
ter credit hours including two credit hours in
research and thesis. A report must be submitted
to the Graduate College for partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree. The student must
present his or her thesis or report in a seminar to
the Department and pass a final oral examination
at that time. The courses forming the student's pro-
gram are determined by the student's graduate
advisory committee in conference with the student.

The Doctor of Philosophy Degree. Students
may enter the doctoral program without first
acquiring a master's degree. The course require-
ment for the Ph.D. is 90 semester credit hours

including a minimum of 30 credits for research and
thesis. The courses required are determined by
the graduate advisory committee in conference
with the student. The 90 semester credit hours may
include all or a part of the work completed for a
master's degree. The student must pass written
and oral qualifying examinations. A thesis or doc-
toral dissertation based on original research must
be accepted by the graduate advisory committee
and submitted to the Graduate College. The stu-
dent must present his or her dissertation in a semi-
nar to the department and pass a final oral
examination at that time.
Minor in Physiological Science. A graduate stu-
dent working toward a Ph.D. who wishes to
declare a minor in physiological science is
expected to have a member of the Department
on his or her graduate advisory committee, must
meet the Graduate College requirements for a
minor, and have a minimum of 14 credit hours in
physiological science including six credit hours of
mammalian physiology (4000 level or higher).

Veterinary Medicine
and Surgery
Professor and Head Grant H. Turnwald,

B.V.Sc., M.S.

Graduate Programs
The Department offers graduate professional

programs (internships and residencies). Intern-
ships are one-year post-D.V.M. clinical programs
in small or large animal medicine and surgery.
Residencies are three-year dinical programs in
various disciplines designed in part to prepare for
specialty board certification. Graduate academic
programs in other departments are offered in
association with some residencies.
Application Procedure. Applications are
accepted at any time and will be considered as
positions become available.

Veterinary
Parasitology,
Microbiology and
Public Health
Professor and Head Robert W. Fulton,

D.V.M., Ph.D.

Graduate Programs
The Department of Veterinary Parasitology,

Microbiology and Public Health offers a program
of research and study leading to the degrees of
Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy with
specialization in the areas of veterinary helminthol-
ogy, protozoology, bacteriology, virology, immu-
nology, epidemiology and public health. The
program is designed to prepare individuals for
careers in teaching and research, and is flexible
to meet the needs of the student within the capa-
bilities of the Department and the University.
Application Procedure. Applications are
accepted at any time; however, all documents
must be received prior to March 1 for admission

to the summer session, July 1 for the fall semes-
ter, and November 1 for the spring semester.
Applicants are required to submit scores for the
Aptitude Test portion of the Graduate Record
Examination. (The Advanced Test in Biology is also
suggested.) International applicants are required
to take the English Proficiency Exam (TOEFL: a
passing score is 550 or above), as well as the Test
of Spoken English (TSE: a passing score is 220
or above), before they can be considered for
graduate teaching assistantships unless they are
from a country where English is a first language.

Applicants generally select a major professor
before they are admitted to the departmental pro-
gram. They are urged to correspond with a mem-
ber of the department's graduate faculty whose
interests reflect their own before making applica-
tion. Information about the faculty's research
interests is available upon written request to the
Department. After acceptance to the graduate pro-
gram, the department head recommends an advi-
sory committee to the dean of the Graduate
College to develop a plan of study.
Prerequisites. Candidates for admission must
possess a bachelor's degree or equivalent, includ-
ing 30 semester credit hours in biological and
physical sciences. Unqualified admission will be
granted only to those applicants with combined
verbal and quantitative GRE total score multiplied
by their GPA (last 60 hours) totaling 3000 or
greater. Provisionary status may be awarded to
those not having these credentials with specific
requirements dependent on recommendations of
the departmental graduate faculty.
The Master of Science Degree. The M.S. must
be earned by either Plan I, with thesis, 30 credit
hours, including not more than six credit hours for
the thesis, or Plan II, with report, 32 credit hours,
including not more than two credit hours for the
report. The plan of study will be tailored to meet
the student's needs and interests; however, all stu-
dents must enroll in Seminar (VPARA 6110) for one
credit hour, and must pass three credit hours of
biochemistry acceptable for graduate credit, and
a course in statistical methods. The student must
also pass a final oral examination covering the the-
sis or report and related course work.
The Doctor of Philosophy Degree. The Ph.D.
requires a total of 90 credit hours beyond the B.S.
degree. All Ph.D. students must enroll in Seminar
(VPARA 6110) for two hours of graduate credit
and, if not already complete, must fulfill the require-
ments for biochemistry and statistical methods
detailed above under "Master of Science
Degree." A written and oral qualifying examina-
tion is required. Students must prepare a research
proposal and complete a dissertation based on
original research. The final examination is oral and
is based primarily on the dissertation problem
although not limited to this subject.

Veterinary
Pathology
Professor and Head Anthony W. Confer,

D.V.M., Ph.D.

Graduate Programs
The Department offers a program of research

and study leading to the degrees of Master of
Science and Doctor of Philosophy in veterinary
pathology. The course work required depends on
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the needs and background of the individual stu-
dent. Most persons who undertake a program will
have a professional degree in veterinary medicine.
The programs, specializing in either anatomic or
clinical pathology, are designed to prepare
individuals for careers in teaching, research, and
service pathology as required to fulfill the require-
ments of animal disease diagnostic facilities and
industry.
Application Procedure. Applications are
accepted at any time. Applicants should submit
college transcripts and Graduate Record Exami-
nation scores.
Prerequisites. It is highly desirable that candi-
dates for admission possess the Doctor of Veteri-
nary Medicine or equivalent degree. Only in
exceptional circumstances will applicants not pos-
sessing a medical degree be admitted. Such
individuals must possess a bachelor's degree or
equivalent and a strong background in biological
and medical sciences. Approval for admission can
be given only by the department head.


