
AFRICAN STUDENTS'. ORGANIZATION ( ASO-OSU )
OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY

-CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE:

WE ,THE- AFRICAN STUDENTS AT OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY,
STILLWATER, OKLAHOMA, DESIRING :

1. To promote understanding , cooperation and fellowship among the
African students,

2. ',Ta interpret more effectively t.he  cultures growing needs and
developments of African nations, to the campus ;nd to the American
communities , and

3..To  encourage cooperation with other international and American
groups on the campus of Oklahoma State University,

~HAVE'RESOLVED  TO CC&BINE  ALL CXJR  EFFORTS Td ACCOMPLISH THESE AIMS
.ANDHEREBY  AGREE TO establish a student organization to he known as
The African Students' Organization.
OBJECTIVES:

1. To help new-African  s,tudent.s  to.adjust.  to life on the campus.

2. .To  create hatter understanding of Africa through speeches ,
publications , films .,‘, forums,,etc.
3. To seek acquaintance with dther  African students on,different
campuses in the United States of America by every possible
means, such as lectures, publications, conferences, etc.

,4 l
To celebrate properly and effectively all important. African

Nationals, festivals and events.

ARTICLE 1

NAME
This organization +hall .be.  called "African Students *
Organization of Oklahoma State University" ( ASO-OSU ),
hereinafter referred to as the Orgariization.

ARTICLE 2

MEMBERSHIP

. Section 1: Ordinary Members
_

Any per.son who is a-native of Africa or a naturalized African, who
is regularly enrolled at. the Oklahoma State University is eligible
for the ordinary membership of the.Organization.

Section 2: .Associate  Membe,rs



A

Cl ausel  : Associate  membership shal l  be  granted to  any student  ,
o f  a n y  n a t i o n a l i t y , who is  regularly enrol led at  Oklahoma St-ate
Universi t.y
f acul t.y and’

non-student. r e l a t i v e s  o f  o r d i n a r y  m e m b e r s
s t a f f  o f  -, thk O k l a h o m a

and -to
State Univers.i  ty , i f  t h e

i n d i v i d u a l s ’ application to  the Organization ,for  such membership
is  accep’ted  by at  least .  two-thirds (2/3)  of  t.he  members present .

it the Organization ’s  meeting.

Clause 2 : .- A n  a s s o c i a t e member s h a l l  b e en.tit.led.  t o al 1
non-excutive and non-voting rights and privi leges to  which ordinary

m e m b e r s  a r e  ,entit.led.

Clause. 3: A n  a s s o c i a t e  member  s h a l l  n o t  h o l d  a n  o f f i c e  i n  the
Organizat.ion  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  vnt.e  o n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  o f  t h e
Organization.

Sect ion 3 : A c t i v e  M e m b e r s
An ordinary member of  the Organization shal l  be  become an act ive

member o n  ,payment o f  t h e  a n n u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  a n d  o n  r e g u l a r
attendance a,t.  the Organization ’s  meet.ings.

ARTICLE III

OFFICES AND. DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Sectionl: O f f i c e s

Clausel: The  Executivd  Committee.  shal l  .cqmprise the f  o l lnwing
e l e c t e d  o f f i c e s :  t h e  Pres.ident  ,  t h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  ,  t h e  G e n e r a l
Secretary , the Assistant.  Secret.ary  , t -he Financial  Secretary,  the
Socio-Publicity  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  t w o  ( 2 )  o f f i c e r s  w i t h o u t  P o r t f o l i o .

.Cl  ause  2 : Only.  act ive members of  the Organization ,  meet:ing  the
requirements of  OSU for  holding of f ices  in organizations recognized

by 0s~  , s h a l l .  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  b e  c a n d i d a t e s ,  for  e l e c t i o n s  t o  a n y
executive posit ion .of  the organization.

.:’
Sect ion 2 : .  The President

C l a u s e  1 : T h e  P r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  b e  t h e  c h i e f  execut.ive  o f  t h e
Organization and shal l  preside over  al l  the Exeoutive  Committee  and
General  meetings.

Clause 2: The President .  shal l  have an original  and cast ing vote at.
all  meetings presided over by him.

Clause  3 : The President  shal l  have the powers  to  appoint  special
commit.tees  t o  invest.igate  a n y  m a t t e r  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n .

Clause. 4: T h e  P r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  b e  a n  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  t h i s
O r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d e n t s ’  O r g a n i z a t i o n  (.ISO  >

Sect.ion.-3: T h e  Vice-Eresident



The Vice-President.  shal l  for  the President. and perform al l
functions assigned t-o that  of f  ice  when t.h.e  President.  is  unahle to
act; and perform those functions which , from t.ime  to time , shall
be delegated to  him by the President . .

Sect ion 4 : The general Secretary

Clause  1 : T h e  G,eneral  Secret.ary s’hall  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e
g e n e r a l  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  corr,espondence  a n d  l i a i s o n .

C l a u s e .  2 : .  H e .  s h a l l  u n i t e  a l l  t . h e  m i n u t e s  o f  the.  E x e c u t i v e
cnmmit.t.,ee  and General  .Assembly  meetings.

Clause  3 : He shal l  ha-ve the care and custody nf t .he Constitution
t the Members ’  Rol l  Book ,  Minutes Book,  manuscripts  and archives
belonging to .  the Organization.

Clause 4 : The General Secretary shall be an executive officer of.
t h i s  O r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t.h.e  ISO.

Sect ion 5 : The Assi-stant  -Secretary

The Assistant Secretary shall  act  for  the.  General ’  Secretary ,  and
p e r f o r m  a l l  f u n c t i o n s  a s s i g n e d  t o t.hat  o f f i c e  w h e n  the G e n e r a l
Sedretfary i s  u n a b l e  t-o a c t . ; .and  perform those functions which.  ,
from time to time , s h a l l  b e  delegat.ed  t o  h i m  b y -  t’he G e n e r a l
Secretary.

Se&ion  6 : The Financial  .Secretary
II

Clause 1: The. Financial. Secretary shall .receive all sums of money
due or  payable  to  the Organization and shal l  pay and disburse al l

sums o f  -money  d u e  f r o m  o r  p a y a b l e  b y  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  s h a l l
keep accounts of  both receipts  and payments.  ’

‘. Cl.ause 2 . :  The Financial  Secretary shall  keep receipts for  al l  sums
o f  m o n e y  s p e n t  ,and  i s s u e  r e c e i p t s  f o r  a l l  s u m s  o f  m o n e y  r e c e i v e d  l

C1aus.e  3 : The Financial  Secretary shall  not  withdraw more  than a
t o t a l  o f  $ 1 0  .OO  w i t h o u t .  t.he ,prior  c o n s e n t .  ,of t h e  E x e c u t i v e
Committee for his pet.ty cash.

Clause 4 : T h e  E x e c u t i v e  Cornmitt-ee  .shall  ,not  a u t h o r i z e  t h e
withdrawal  of  more t.han..a tot.a’l  o f  $50  .OO  wit.hout the prior  cons-ent
of  the General  Assembly.

Sect ion 7 : The  .Soci.o?Publicity  Secretary

T h e  S o c i o - P u b l i c i t y  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  h e  responsihl&  f o r  t h e
p.romotion  a n d  orga.nizat.ion.  o f  a l l  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s

and shal l  have  vot.ing  powers.

ARTICLE,, IV j



ELECTIONS

S e c t i o n  1:. Returning Off icer

T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  o n e  R e t u r n i n g  O f f i c e r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l
Assembly immediately,before  any election(s) . The  Ret.urning  Officer
s h a l l  c o n d u c t  t - h e .  a p p r o p r i a t e  e l e c t i o n ( s )  or  b y e - e l e c t i o n ( s ) .

Sect.ion  2 : General  Elect ions

Clause 1: General  e lect ions shal.1 be  held  within t -he last  week of
March and the f irst .  week of  April  of  each year.

Clause  2 : Al 1 members of the Executive Committee except. t.he
O f f i c e r s  w i t h o u t  P o r t f o l i o s , shal l  he  e l  ect.ed during ’ t.he  general

e l e c t - i o n s .

C.l,ause  3 : . O f f i c e r s .  wit.ho.ut P o r t f o l i o  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  d u r i n g  .t-he
F a l l  o f  e a c h  y e a r . I

Cl ause  4 : Al l  e lect ions shal l  he by secret .  bal lot .  and the winners
s.hall be determined by s imple majority .

Clause .5:. Each. member. of the .outgoing  Executive Commit-tee shall
f u r n i s h  a  w r i t t e n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Organizat.ion  o n  t h e  d a y  o f

t h e  ,General  El.ections. I
I

C l a u s e  6:.  A l  1 o u t g o i n g  af f  icers s h a l l  h a n d  over to t h e  n e w l y
e l e c t e d  officer*s  immediat.ely a f t e r  t - h e .  e l e c t i o n s .

Sect ion 3 : Bye-elect.ions

Clause 1: Bye-elect ions shal l  be  held  any t.ime.  nf the  year  and no
1at.e.r  than four (4)  weeks af  t,er  a  post  has fal  Zen  vac,ant..

Clause  2 :. Resignat.,ions of  members of  t .he Executive Committ.ee.

(a)  Any member of  t.he.  Executive Committee shal l  resign upon a
vote of  no c,onfide,gce  by .a  two-t.hird (2/3)  ma jorit.y  of  the active
members present. at. the meeting.

(b. )  Any member of  t.he-  Executive Commit.t.ee.whn wishes  tc! resign
s h a l l  d o  so i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Commit.tee.

(c)  Any member of”..  the Executive Committ.ee  who is  absent .  .for
three (3)  consecutive Executive Committee meetings without reasons

:

t h a t  a r e  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  the,  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  s h a l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y
l o s e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c e  a n d  s u c h  a n  o f f i c e  s h a l l  b e  d e e m e d
vacant. by the Executiv.e  Committee.

Section 4: No more t.han  two (2) ,persons from t.he same country shall
serve- on the Executive Committ.ee  at. the same t.ime.

Secti0.n 5 : No member of  t.he  Executive Cornmitt-ee  shall  hold of f ice



n

on the Executive Committee of any.of  the national organizations
simultaneously.

ARTICLE V. __

c FINANCE

Section I.: Income

The Income of the Organization shall consist of :

1: Annual subscription fee payable by each member of the ..,
.~rganization  at a rate. to he determined from time to time by the
General Assembly.

2: Grants from.different  sources.

3: Any other income .

Section 2: Expenditures

The funds, of the Organization shall he expended on :

1. Games and .spor.ts

2. Social and cultural activities.

3. Any. other- matter -rel.ated to the furtherance of.  the
functions of the Organization.

Section 3: Banking

Clausel:  All funds of the Organization shall be deposited in the
University banking services in accordance with the University

j
1

regulatibns. tF
Clause 2 : The auditors appointed during a general meeting shall

.functinn  until the next general .meeting  by which time they must
submit a report to the General Assembly.

i
I

ARTICLE VI

MEETINGS

Section 1: General Meetings

There shall be at l,east.  three (3) general meetbngs'  during an
~ Executive Committee'sterm of office.

,, Section 2: Emergen,cy  Meetings ;'
i

'The President shall summon an emergency meeting of the I
g,. Organization whenever. the need arises. I'
1:
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Sect ion 3 : Other Meetings

Any ot-her  meeting, shall be call ed by the Executive Committee .upon
the receipt. o f  a  writ.t.,en r e q u e s t  s i g n e d  b y  a t  l e a s t .  t e n  (10)
members of  the Organization.

Section 4: Quorum

Clause  1 : Five members shall  form a quorum,during any Executive
Committee meeting.

Clause 2: One-third (113)  of  reg.istered  active members shall  form
a quorum at. any meeting .

Clause  3 : In  t-he  event  that.  a  quorum is .  not  formed at-  the f irst .
c a l l i n g  o f  a  g e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  .meet.ing , any number shal l  form a
quorum in a  subsequent  cal l ing for  t.he-  same meeting ,  subject .  t .o
the decis ion of  the President.  ,

Sect ion 5 : v o t i n g

.- Only ordinary.  members shal l  be  e l igible  to vote on all  matters
a f f e c t i n g ’ t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n .

.AR.TICLE  V I  I  __:..
,,.,, -BY-LAWS.

A  by - law  , relevant  to  and in harmony wit.h  the provis.ions  of  the
constit.ut.ion o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  St.udent-s’  O r g a n i z a t i o n s h a l l  b e

pas<sed,,at.  a n y  reguIar  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  o f  t h i s  Organikat.ion  b y  a
two-thirds majority vote of, those  who form the quorum .

_’ ARTICLE VI I I
INTERPRETATION.

-.

I n  c a s e  o f  c o n f l i c t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  a  b y - l a w  o r  t.he
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of . . . the Consti t-u.t..ion o f the A f r i c a n  S t u d e n t s
Organizat.ion  which~  cannot  be  set-tied-wit.hin the Organization ,  such
,conflic,t...shall  he  submit.t.ed  to.t.he  Student Senate for  resolution as
provided for  by the Student Government Associat ion Constitution.

_.  , ARTICLE IX

REPORTING. TO THE STUDENT SENATE

,_ A n n u a l l y  t h e  A f r i c a n  St.udents’  O r g a n i z a t i o n  shal.1 r e p o r t  t - h e
activit.ies  o f  t h e  Organizat.ion  to the S t u d e n t .  S e n a t e  b y  f i l i n g  a

report. .  of  the Organizat.ion  act ivit ies  during the year and showing
i n  w h a t  w a y s u c h  activi  t.ies s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n inst.rument.al  i n
f u r t h e r i n g  t - h e  Organizat-ion’s  ‘ p u r p o s e s  a s  s t a t e d  i n  A r t i c l e  V  o f
t h i s  Const.itut.ion.

., ._ ARTICLE X
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SUBORDINATION TO THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

CONSTITUTION

This Constitution shall not supersede any part or parts of the
Constitution of the Student Government Association of the Oklahoma I
State Uni‘versity, and this Organization shall b'e lunder  the
jurisdiction of the Student Senate of.  the Oklahoma St at e
University.

ARTICLE. XI

AMENDMENT- OF CONSTITUTION_

Any amendment to the Constitution shall he made by a two-thirds
(2/3),majority  vote of, the registered ,ordinary  members of the

Organization ,. -


