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Domestication of American blackberry
species began in the late 1820s (1). However,
improved, named cultivars did not become
popular until the 1840s and 1850s, when
‘Dorchester’ and *Lawton” were widely
planted. The initial report of blackberries
being grown in Arkansas occurred around
1880 (2). The first documented cultivar
released in the state of Arkansas was named
‘Bauer’, after C.P. Bauer who discovered it
in 1890 (1) (Table 1), although not much is
currently known about this cultivar. In 1896,
1. Stinson, horticulturist at the University of
Arkansas, reported that the primary cultivars
grown in Arkansas were ‘Early Harvest’,
‘Lawton’, and *Snyder’ (5). ‘Early Harvest’
was a derivative of Rubus laudarus Berger,
also known as the “plains blackberry™, Its
adaptation to the central plains region of
the U.S, likely contributed to its success in
Arkansas. ‘Lawton’ was imported from New
York with the background of R, allegheniensis
Porter x R. fromdosus Bigel. Both are common
eastern North American blackberry species
and are widely adapted to this region. The
hybridization of R. allegheniensis and R.
[frondosus also gave rise to *Snyder’ (1).

By 1900, over 300 ha of blackberries were
grown in Arkansas which yielded more than
660,000 kg (7)(Table 2). In 1914, the Arkansas
Agricultural Experiment Station recommended
‘Early Harvest’, ‘Kittatinny’, ‘Snyder’, and
‘Taylor® as blackberry cultivars and ‘Mayes’
and ‘Lucretia’ as dewberry cultivars (6).
*Kittatinny " also played an important role in
shaping blackberry production in the eastern
U.S. It was derived from R. argutus L. or
R. pergratus Blanch. x R. frondosus. Rubus

argutus, one of the major North American
blackberry species, is also known as the “tall
blackberry™ or “highbush blackberry”, and
exhibits a number of major traits such as cane
erectness (1). Rubus pergratus is widespread
throughout the eastern U.5. and is known for
having big clusters, large fruit, and sweet and
juicy berries. ‘Taylor® was a derivative of R.
allegheniensis x R. argutus that originated in
Indiana. It was very hardy and was considered
to have some of the highest quality blackberry
fruit (1). The dewberries are trailing by
nature and incorporate different species. Both
‘Mayes’ and ‘Lucretia’ have R. bailevanus
Britton in their genetic background which
contributed large fruit size.

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, blackberry
production in Arkansas continued to increase,
A cultivar named *Austin Thornless® was
released in Fayetteville, Ark. in 1924 by 1M,
Parker and Son (1) (Table 1). 1t descended
from an open-pollination of the cultivar Mayes
{synonymous with ‘ Austin’, sometimes called
‘Austin-Mayes'). The new cultivar was
thornless, derived from a dominant thornless
gene, and was an octoploid.

Blackberry production peaked in Arkansas
according to the 1940 agricultural census (&),
At that time, almost 1,100 ha of blackberries
were grown in the state and production
exceeded 800,000 kg (Table 2). More than
10% of the total hectares of blackberries east
of the Rocky Mountains were being grown
in Arkansas at that time. Throughout the
early decades of the century, canneries in
the northwest portion of the state processed
the blackberries, thus lending to the strong
industry (2). However, by the 1950 census,
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Table 1. Blackberry cultivars released in Arkansas

i

Year Cultivar Female parent Male parent  Releasing entity
1890  Bauer R. trivialis K. irivialis | C.P. Bauer
1924 Austin Thornless Mayes P J.M. Parker
1974 Comanche Darrow Brazos Univ. of Arkansas
1974  Cherokee Darrow Brazos Univ. of Arkansas
1985 Shawnee Cherokee Ark. 580 Univ. of Arkansas
1988 Choctaw Ark. 526 Rosborough  Univ. of Arkansas
1988 Navaho Ark. 583 Ark. 631 Univ. of Arkansas
1993 Arapaho Ark. 631 Ark. BE3 Univ. of Arkansas
1996 Kiowa Ark. 791 Ark. 1058 Univ. of Arkansas
1998  Apache Ark.1007 Mavaho Univ. of Arkansas
1998 Chickasaw Ark. 842 Ark. 1242 Univ. of Arkansas
2003 Ouachita MNavaho Ark. 1506 Univ, of Arkansas
2004 Prime-Jan™ (APF-8) Ark. 1836 Arapaho  Univ. of Arkansas
2004  Prime-Jim™({APF-12) Arapaho Ark. B30 Univ, of Arkansas
Table 2. Arkansas blackberry production in hectares, kilograms,
and kg'hectare from 1900-2004*

Year Hectares Kg Kghectare

1900 in Ga00ET 2,121

1910 213 400,412 LERS

1920 514 603,052 1,174

1930 T8 637,714 264

1940 1,072 842,505 T86

1945 1,042 T87.391 756

1950 439 167,850 839

1954 G4 25,644 399

1959 30 32,169 1,060

1964 3 3032 1,282

1969 18 98,222 2,582

1974 40 42254 1,055

1978 26 34,450 2,070

1982 21 16,927 1,722

1987 38 99,862 2,625

1992 28 43,301 1,573

1997 72 111,947 1,554

2004 202 909,509 4,500

Total 4,591 5,757,328 -

Average - - 1603

“All data from the 1U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Census of Agriculture 1900-1997, except the 2004

data which were an estimate contributed by John R. Clark,






